[Intracranial cavernoma. 30 cases].
During the last few years, as a result of improved neurodiagnostic procedure there has been an increase in the number of intracranial cavernous angioma. We present 30 cases totalling 32 cavernous angiomas. Twenty-one received a successful surgical treatment. Twenty-four angiomas were supratentorial (75 percent) and 8 subtentorial (25 percent). Cavernous angiomas are congenital vascular malformations, usually of small size, with multiple vascular cavities surrounded by fibrous walls. They are often found in young adults (mean age 35 years in our series), most frequently located in the supratentorial white matter. The presenting symptoms were epilepsy, haemorrhage and an expanding mass syndrome. In this series, 16 patients had epilepsy (53 percent), 7 had haemorrhage (23.5 percent) and 7 had a mass syndrome (23.5 percent). The diagnosis of this lesion, usually obtained with angiography, has been dramatically improved by CT scan and, particularly, MRI. The natural history of cavernous angiomas is still poorly understood: the major complication is haemorrhage. Total surgical excision is the treatment of choice: it avoids a possible haemorrhage and is effective in relieving epileptic seizures. The indication for surgery depends on the clinical symptom and the location of the lesion. The post-operative morbidity in our 21 operated cases was fairly low due to minor sequelae. In only 2 of the 16 patients who had epilepsy the clinical seizures persisted after surgery, but they were less frequent. The literature is reviewed.